
            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chad S. Dickemper OES MISSION STATEMENT  2911 Yaeger Road 

Principal  Through a positive partnership   314-467-5800 

   between home, school, and community  Fax: 467-5899 

   OES will provide quality education in a safe 

   supportive environment insuring that all  Attendance Hotline 

November, 2013 students develop to their maximum potential.      467-5810 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

November 

8 - End of Term 2 

11 -  NO SCHOOL Prof. Dev. /Work Day  
14 -  7:00 p.m. PTO Meeting 

15 -  6:00 p.m. PTO Movie Night-Despicable Me 

 Duct Tape Challenge Art project due 

18 -  2 Hour Early Dismissal at 1:35   
19 -  9:30 a.m. Picture Retakes and Candid photos 

20 -  9:15 a.m. PAWS Meeting 

 6:30 p.m. Fall Concert at new Auditorium for 1
st
 

and 2
nd

 Grade & Choir 

21 -  7:00 p.m. Board of Education 

22 -  Hearing Screening 

25 -  Report Cards Distributed 

27 -  2 Hour Early Dismissal at 1:35   

28 - NO SCHOOL – HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

29 -  NO SCHOOL 
 

December 

4 -  Santa’s Workshop Preview 

6:30-8:00 p.m. Cookies & Milk w/Santa 

5 -  Santa’s Workshop 

6 -  Santa’s Workshop 

12 -  2 Hour Early Dismissal at 1:35 

  7:00 p.m. PTO 

7:00 p.m. Board of Education meeting   

16 -  9:15 a.m. PTO PAWS 

19 -  9:00 a.m. Winter Parties 

 2 Hour Early Dismissal at 1:35 
20 -  2 Hour Early Dismissal at 1:35 

End of Term 3 & Semester 

Winter Break runs from Dec. 23 – Jan. 3, 2014 

 

January, 2014 

6 -  School Resumes  

 

           
 

CHARACTER WORD:  PEACE  
 

A NOTE FROM MR. DICKEMPER  
I’m currently navigating kindergarten for the second 

time as a parent. It’s not easy to do. Don’t get me 

wrong, my daughter has a fantastic kindergarten 

teacher. She is doing a great job with instruction 

and is communicating through newsletters, but I’m 

the kind of person who likes to hear about my 

daughter’s day directly from my daughter. 

When I pick up my girls I always ask them about 

their days. My sixth grader provides me with lots of 

information; often more then I actually want or 

need. My kindergartener tends to scale it down to 

what is most important in her mind. “It was a green 

day” or “I got a yellow star,” and this is typically all 

that I get. It drives me nuts. She summarizes her day 

with the color that she received on her behavior 

binder.  



I know from conversations with many parents over 

the years that I am not alone. I’ve always defended 

the need for classroom management systems and 

daily folders. They are not meant to be 

consequences. They are meant to be systems of 

communication between the teacher and the parent. 

They also work. The clear majority of students want 

to earn the highest possible mark and have good 

things communicated about them to their parents. 

So, I will continue to advocate for their use in my 

school and appreciate the information that is given 

to me by my daughter’s teachers. 

However, I’m also reminded of the need not let a 

single snapshot like a color define an entire day. 

This has prompted me to get specific and creative. I 

ask questions like “What book did your teacher read 

you today?” or “Who did you sit by at lunch 

today?” Conversation grows from there, but the 

most important thing to me is that I am able to 

engage my daughter about her schooling 

experience. I want to reinforce what she is learning 

at school and I want her values from home to 

benefit how she is doing at school.  

I encourage you to help your children see the big 

picture about their school day. Prioritize 

conversation. There are bound to be highlights and 

lowlights, but also teachable moments that you can 

discuss with them. Getting the information is not 

always easy, and I am open to strategies if any of 

my parents would like to share them, but I 

guarantee it will better your understanding of what 

they’re experiencing and prepare them for what 

may come next.  
  

                   
  

 

1:35 p.m. Dismissal 

Nov. 18 & 27   

Dec. 12, 19 & 20 

 

HELPFUL INFORMATION 

A child’s skill navigating social networks, using 

electronics, and playing video games often outpaces 

their emotional maturity or understanding of online 

consequences.  We encourage you to explore 

connectsafely.org for tips on smart video gaming, 

information about cyber bullying, and childhood cyber 

security.   

 

 
 

PUMPKIN RUN 

Due to rainy weather on Halloween, the students were  

not able to be outside for our annual pumpkin run.  We  

raffled off the pumpkins that the PTO members  

decorated for the classrooms.  OES students raised  

over $700.00 to benefit the Juvenile Diabetes  

association.   

 

 
 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 

The SchoolReach phone system will be the first line of 

communication for inclement weather school closings.  

All families having a primary phone number listed in 

SIS will receive a telephone call any day school is 

closed due to inclement weather.  This information 

will also be available on the district website at 

www.mehlvilleschooldistrict.com.  There will be an alert 

box at the top of the page.   

 

Please have your child dress appropriately for the 

weather.  Missouri weather can change quite a bit 

from day to day.      
 

BIERBAUM DAY 

The district celebrated Bierbaum Day on Tuesday, 

November 5
th

.  Our generous Oakville family 

collected a total of $512.00 to donate to the Davis 

family.  

http://www.mehlvilleschooldistrict.com/


THE READING CORNER 

The reading staff at OES is very passionate about 

nurturing growing readers. We realize there are many 

things involved in reading and would love to share 

some tips about helping your child grow as a reader. 

One of the highest predictors of reading success is 

whether a child has been read aloud to interactively 

before attending school. Missed that opportunity? 

It’s never too late to start. Here are some tips to get 

you started reading to your child daily: 

 

            
 

 Begin to read to your child as soon as 

possible. 

 Try to set aside time every day for reading 

aloud. Start with 5 minutes and increase to 

10-20 minutes depending on the child’s age. 

Remember that the art of listening is an 

acquired one. It must be taught gradually. 

 Vary the length and subject matter of the 

reading. Consider reading picture books, 

chapter books, poems, magazines and 

newspapers. 

 Make the reading setting a cozy place. Hold 

the book so your child can see the pictures 

and the words. Take time to look at the 

pictures. Let your child turn the pages. 

 Make this fun. Let your child pretend to 

read. Offer positive reinforcement. Read 

books that include rhymes. Read silly 

stories. Try using special effects or voices. 

 Read a book more than once. Your child 

will pay attention to new information each 

time they hear a story. For the first reading, 

your child might focus on the pictures. In 

future readings, the focus may be on 

rhyming words, characters, or plot. 

 Make this interactive. Discuss what you are 

reading before, during and after the reading. 

Ask who, what, when, where, why, and how 

questions. Let your child interrupt with 

questions!  Let it lead to further discussions. 

Look for more helpful tips in future newsletters. As 

always, please feel free to contact us with questions. 

 

The Reading Team, 

Carey Schmeink, Julie Hurst, Carol Stough &    

Lori Erb 

 

ART NEWS! 

 
The students have been working on Matisse artwork.  

Here is a collection of some of the bright, beautiful 

masterpieces! 

 

PTO NEWS 

The month of October was filled with fun times! 

The PTO would like to thank the teachers and Mr. D for 

throwing a bash we will never forget…the Trunk or 

Treat Monster Mash!  We hope this event continues for 

years to come. 

 

Mother Nature cooperated this time making the Fall 

Carnival a huge success!  Thank you to our chair people 

Gail and Devin Tolcou, Amy Alexander (raffle baskets), 

Catherine Scydick (chili cook-off), Mrs. Licavoli and the 

other teachers (cake walk), the parent volunteers and all 

the parents that were able to bring their kids.  It was nice 

to celebrate with our OES community – “10 YEARS” in 

our new building.  The 3
rd

 annual OES chili cook-off 

was an extremely close vote.  Congratulations to Scott 

Manning for winning! 

 

Thanks Suzie Fetter for serving up some spooky foods 

and frightening decorations for the Halloween themed 

Conference Dinner.  She couldn’t do it without all the 

help from the other parents so thanks for donating and 

volunteering your time.  The creativity from the parents 

was fun to see including spider deviled eggs and 

graveyard pudding desserts. 



The next PTO meeting is Thursday, November 14
th
 in 

the school library at 7:00 p.m.  We will be voting on 

teacher grant proposals and hope to see you there! 

 

Put on your PJ’s, grab your blankets and gather the 

family for Movie Night on Friday, November 15
th
.  The 

movie chosen by the kids was Despicable Me.  Doors 

open at 6:00 p.m. and the movie starts at 6:30 p.m.  

Refreshments and snacks will be available for purchase.  

RSVP by Monday, November 11
th
 by sending in the 

form sent home in your child’s folder.  Whole pizzas are 

available for pre-sale.  Any questions, please contact 

Melanie Domkoski at melaniefell@hotmail.com. 

 

Don’t forget to join us at our annual PAWS meeting on 

Wednesday, Nov. 20
th
 at 9:15 a.m. in the cafeteria.  

Come and help us assemble trinkets to sell at Santa’s 

Workshop!  We look forward to seeing you! 

 

Oberweis Night is the day of the Fall Concert on Wed. 

Nov. 20
th
.  Please stop by as a portion of proceeds will 

benefit OES. More details coming! 

 

Save the date:  Santa’a Workshop and Cookies & Milk 

with Santa is a family favorite planned for Wed. 

December 4
th
.   

 

EFG CARDS 

The Mehlville Oakville School District Foundation is 

sponsoring the Educational Funding Group Card (EFG) 

program.  This is a restaurant/entertainment discount 

card that sells for $10 and entitles the holder to buy 15 

buy one, get one free offers at participating businesses in 

your area.  The students will see a short video on this 

program on November 7
th
 during lunch.       

 

KIDS KARNIVAL 

There will be a Kids Karnival, hosted by Mehlville High 

School Konnect on Sunday, December 8
th
.  This event 

runs from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. and is open to students in 

kindergarten – 5
th
 grade.  It will be held at MHS at 3200 

Lemay Ferry Road.  Please escort your child to and from 

the building.  Your children will enjoy an afternoon of 

fun and games.  The cost is $15.00 which includes a 

snack, surprise and t-shirt (reservation must be in by 

Nov. 27
th
 to get a t-shirt).   

We are sending out a registration flyer; let us know if 

you need another copy.     

 

Guidance and Counseling Digest 

 
As I’ve made my way through the stores 

recently, I have already seen holiday decorations 

lining the shelves. It astonishes me just how quickly 

the months have gone by this year and how far your 

students have come since August! As a staff, we 

recognize the importance of providing children with 

continuous positive reinforcement, praise, and 

support. In doing so, children begin to internalize the 

benefits of good behavior, hard work, and good 

citizenship. I would challenge you to daily point out 

one very specific act that you are proud of your child 

for. Rather than giving them a “Good job,” I would 

encourage you to be very specific. For example, “I 

appreciate how you took the time to put the dishes 

away. It means a lot to me that you would help me 

out like that!” 

 As November is often considered a month of 

thanks, I want to share my thanks for being able to 

work in an environment with caring, supportive 

adults, as well as genuinely kind, giving students. I 

would also like to share something that occurred at 

our fall carnival this past weekend to highlight for 

you just how neat our OES kids are. I was helping 

out with the cakewalk, and a student participated in 

the cakewalk for numerous rounds, all to not have 

his number called. Once his number was finally 

called, he became very excited at the prospect of 

picking out a prize. However, he noticed a friend 

also participating in the cakewalk had not yet won a 

prize, either, and without prompting, the student 

said, “Hey, man. You can have my prize. Go pick it 

out!” The student did this out of sheer generosity 

and care for his friend. In the midst of the 

excitement of winning a prize, a young boy showed 

pure selflessness. I believe this speaks to the 

importance of our Character Education initiative and 

the impact it has on our students. I also believe it 

speaks to how important it is that, as adults, we 

model this kind of behavior for our kids.  

In the month of December, I will continue to 

support the teaching and internalization of good 

character development with our students by 

addressing the character word of the month, caring. 

As I stated in my last newsletter article, November’s 

lessons focused on body safety and internet safety. 

You may wish to ask your students what they 

learned in these presentations and some specific 

ways in which they now know how to maintain 

personal and cyber safety! 

It is a true joy for me to walk through the doors of OES 

and know that each day is new, exciting, and full of 

potential. 

-Holly Salters 

OES Guidance Counselor 

 

 

mailto:melaniefell@hotmail.com


       

 

 

 

 

 

Read, “Right” & Run Update:                                                                    

 Thank you to all who donated Halloween candy and dental 

products for Operation Gratitude. The supplies will be sent to 
soldiers around the world. It will be sure to put a smile on their 
faces! 

 

Read, Right & Run is collecting Tab Tops for the Ronald 
McDonald House. Please help us by bringing in your soda tabs 
from home. We will collect tabs all year and have them weighed 
in the spring. Last year we collected over 40 pounds of tabs. 

 

 This year our goal is to collect more than 40 lbs.! Once a 
month R, R & R will collect and weigh the tabs by grade level to 
see who brings in the most. Start collecting your tabs today!! 

 

Thank you for your support, 
Read, Right & Run members 

         Emma  Thomas 
         Taylor   Colin 
         Sam  Bryce 
         Simon  Jared 
         Sawyer  Eddie 
         Kevin  Katie 
         Ryan  
           

 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Dear OES Families, 

Our annual trivia night is set for Saturday February 1, 2014.  During this fun filled evening we have a 

silent auction to raise funds to benefit our school and children. Please consider donating for the auction. 

We need a lot of great new-unused items and services. Please think about anyone you know that you 

could ask to help with the following items. This is not a complete list but just ideas to get you started. 

Anyone who donates will be provided with a donation tax letter from the PTO. Please contact Tori Behlke 

for questions. 314-616-4665 or harold-tori28@sbcglobal.net 

We ask that the item(s) or commitment to donating items be provided by December 6, 2013. Thank you. 

Food & Beverage  
Fine dining restaurant certificates 
Gourmet foods or coffees 
Desserts or appetizers (for a party package) 
Quality steaks and seafood 
Fine Wine 
Beautiful home for dinner party 
Gorgeous setting for outdoor BBQ or event 
 
Activities & Entertainment 
Horseback riding 
Boat ride at lake 
Theme park tickets 
Fox theatre tickets 
Musical trio/duo 
St. Louis tour/ tickets 
Museums/Attractions 
Bicycling Tour 
Movie passes 
 
Lodging 
Beach home/condo 
Lake home/condo 
Mountain home/condo 
Hotel stays in STL 
Hotel stays in other popular travel destinations 
 
Transportation 
Airline tickets or frequent flyer points 
Limousine Service 
Party bus service 
Train tickets 
Car rental or RV rental 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                                 

 

Celebrities 
TV, Radio 
Musicians or Chef 
 
Sports 
Tickets to games 
Autographed items 
Training/lessons 
Golf passes 
Golf equipment 
Tailgate party items 
 
Home & Electronics 
Interior design  
Furniture 
Flooring 
Gas grill or Outdoor fireplace 
Flat screen TV 
Surround sound speakers 
Gaming systems 
IPOD, IPAD, Kindle 
Carpet cleaning service 
 
Miscellaneous 
Photographer 
Florist 
Spa service 
Jewelry 
Dental service 
Car wash 
Dog training or grooming 
Nail technician gift cert. 
Artwork 
Products/services from your company (Thirty-One Pampered 
Chef, Origami Owl, Silpada for example.) 

 

mailto:harold-tori28@sbcglobal.net


MRS. JOHNSON’S 

GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP AWARDS 

NOVEMBER, 2013 

 

Kindergarten 

Evers   Madilyn Zagarri, Max Minden       

Hueslsmann  Alisa Dzekic, Brennan Stegall  

 

1
st
 Grade 

Henry   Melissa Bahena, Nathaniel Wilson 

Licavoli  Mazie Menkhus, Edin Mulalic  

Muich   Sara Jackson, Kevin Buss   

Nickolaus  Cecelia Nielsen, Jack Wrinkle    

 

2
nd

 Grade 

Bell   Lanie Twillmann, Bryce Kesselring    

Irvin   Natalie Nava, David Edwards    

Kernen   Sophia Nguyen, Katelyn Sander   

 

3
rd

 Grade 

Groh   Emily Keck, Philip Nye  

Lavac   Anna Tate, Trey Bond 

Williams  Tammy Du, Chase Halverson   

 

4
th

 Grade 

Boeckmann  Faith Freeman, Gino Lanasa  

Caruso   Bailey Rideout, Braeden Ferguson       

Jones   Ella Welch, Joseph Kempfer    

Rimkus  Elizabeth Bradley, Cade Jackson   

    

5
th

 Grade 

Meyer   Kamryn Kurtz, Jacob Henslee  

Riddle   Hayden Bouyoukos, Sean Keusenkothen 

Sollberger  Charlotte Norton, Dominic Licavoli 

Stochl   Amber Apetz, Jasper Le  

 

 

            
 


